CHRISTMAS EVE
Candlelight and Communion Service
 “He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful to Abraham and his descendants forever.”  Luke 1:54-55

TO THE GLORY OF GOD’S NAME

PRELUDE: 
 
“O Holy Night”


                              Martha Bortner, Handbells

   “Go Tell It on the Mountain”    

Douglas Wagner
                Martha Bortner and Ed Bortner, Handbells
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

(Please everyone, sign the Fellowship Pad located in each row.  Guests, please include your address and telephone number.)

BELL PEAL
INTROIT ANTHEM: “Go Tell It on the Mountain”   arr. Howard Helvey



Traditional Spiritual 





     
Go, tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and ev’rywhere;

Go, tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born.

While shepherds kept their watching O’er silent flocks by night,

Behold, thru-out the heavens There shone a holy light.

Go, tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and ev’rywhere;

Go, tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born.

The shepherds feared and trembled When lo! above the earth

Rang out the angel chorus That hailed our Savior’s birth.

Go, tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and ev’rywhere;

Go, tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born.

Down in a lowly manger The humble Christ was born,

And God sent us salvation That blessed Christmas morn.

Go, tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and ev’rywhere;

Go, tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born.

That Jesus Christ is born.

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE


*HYMN #38:    “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”
carol

*OPENING PRAYER
READINGS AND SONGS
ANTHEM:  

“Jus’ a Little Farther to Go”      arr. by Conway Bolt
        Jamaican folk style

They walkin’ the road that leads to the stable.

(Jus’ a little farther to go.)

The donkey “im walkin’ as fast as ‘im able.

(Jus a little farther to go.)

Oh, Joseph and Mary, the Baby soon born!

Come sing hallelujah, on Christmas morn.

--2--

(Jus’ a little farther to go.)

The shepherds them coming with sheep bells a ringing,

(Jus’ a little farther to go.)

They watching the sheep where the angels them singing

(Jus’ a little farther to go.)

Oh Joseph and Mary, the Baby new born!

Sing hallelujah, on Christmas morn.

(Jus’ a little farther to go.)

An’ then came three Wise Men who came from far yonder,

(Jus’ a little farther to go.)

To find the sweet baby and bow down in wonder.

(Jus’ a little farther to go.)

Oh Joseph and Mary, the Baby new born!

Sing hallelujah, sing hallelujah, sing hallelujah on Christmas morn.

(Jus’ a little farther to go.) (Jus’ a little farther to go.)

First Reading
Luke 2:1-7
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Hymn Carol #31:
“Hark the Herald Angels Sing”
       mendelssohn
Second Reading
Luke 2:8-20
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Anthem
“Lullaby for a King”
arr. Jeffrey Bell-Hanson
                                              Czech Carol

Rock-a-bye, my dear little boy, dear little boy,

Wonder of wonders, my blessing and joy;

Slumber as I gently hold you,

Let my tender love enfold you;

Gift of God to me and the world,

Here in my arms lies so peacefully curled.

Little Jesus, Infant Divine, Infant Divine,

One with the Father yet born to be mine;

As I rock you calmly sleeping

Angel guards their watch are keeping;

Precious child one day we shall

What love has destined for you and for me.

Jesus, Lord of all the world,

Coming as a child among us,

Jesus, Lord of all the world,

Grant to us thy heav’nly peace.

Precious child, one day we shall see

What love has destined for you and for me.

MESSAGE:  “Hear the One Greater than the Angels” 
    Rev. Jeff Wood
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY:        “Saw You Never in the Twilight”         arr. Hal H. Hopson
Saw you never, in the twilight,

When the sun had left the skies,

Up in heav’n the clear stars shining

Through the gloom, like silver eyes?

So of old the wise men, watching,

Saw a little stranger star,

And they knew the King was given,

And they followed it from far.

--3--

Heard you never of that story

How they crossed the desert wild,

Journey’d on by plain and mountain,

‘Til they found the holy Child?

How they open’d all their treasure,

Knelling to that infant King;

Gave the gold and fragrant incense,

Gave the myrrh in offering?

Know you not that lowly baby

Was the bright and Morning Star?

He who came to light the Gentiles,

And the darkened isles afar?

And we, too, may seek his cradle;

There our heart’s best treasures bring;

Love, and faith, and true devotion

For our Savior, God, and King.

DOXOLOGY:  Refrain of “Angels We Have Heard on High”
Gloria in excelsis Deo

Gloria in excelsis Deo
PRAYER
COMMUNION BY INTINCTION    Mary Did You Know?” arr. Joel Raney 
         Anne Adams, Flute
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION & ILLUMINATION
*CANDLELIGHTING:  “Silent Night”   
*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE                  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”            Vogeding                   
*Please stand if able. 
The Choir for this service is the Calvin Singers.

"When the song of the angels is stilled,
when the star in the sky is gone,
when the kings and princes are home,
when the shepherds are back with the flocks,
then the work of Christmas begins:
     to find the lost,
     to heal those broken in spirit,
     to feed the hungry,
     to release the oppressed,
     to rebuild the nations,
     to bring peace among all peoples,
     to make a little music with the heart… And to radiate the Light of Christ,
every day, in every way, in all that we do and in all that we say.
Then the work of Christmas begins.”  Howard Thurman
Next Sunday:  The last page on the calendar.  What does God say to us on a day like that?  Come at 10:00 a.m. and find out.
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Come away to this place tonight.  Come away by yourself.  Come away with loved ones.  Come away with your smiles and quiet thankfulness.  Come away with your concerns and weariness.  Come and let the busyness of these days fall away.  Come, and in the steps of these Christmas Eve moments, … in a breath, in a prayer, in song, in glance at the cross …take in that God is here … and he does love you.   That is the meaning of Christmas.
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INFORMATION FOR OUR GUESTS

*  Welcome!  You being here encourages us.  Our prayer is always that you would know God’s love and strength, find yourself at home here, and be His peace in the world in the week ahead.  You can find information about our church on our Information Station and at www.eastminster-presby.org.

* We care about your children.  We have a wonderful “staff” of Sunday School teachers and nursery workers.  We do invite parents of infants and small children to take them to the nursery located in the Christian Ministry Center prior to the service if that is helpful to you.  To everyone we say, “Greet our children; pass the offering plate to them, not over them; bless them with your eyes and smiles.”   
* Please help us by putting your name and address in the Fellowship Pad when it is passed.  What happens when you do?  Simply this:  We will send you a letter of welcome with some information to help you know more fully this church and her work.
* How do I belong to Eastminster?  We encourage “belonging” and “membership.” One belongs through friendships, participation, and commitment.  One becomes a member by attending an orientation class and meeting with one of the pastors and the elders to profess your faith in Jesus Christ.  Speak to the pastor about your interest and watch for details about an upcoming class.  Join in all you can and begin belonging today.  The next class will be Jan. 21, 2007.
PRAYER -- If you wish prayer for a situation in your life you may place a Prayer Request form from the pew rack in the offering plate during the worship service.  God does answer prayer.
ELDERS


Class of 2007
Class of 2008
Class of 2009


Jim Breitmeier
Walt Fredrickson
David Beckwith


Mike Derrick
Kim Kimball
Jim Bryan


Harris Hickman
Jimmy Kaminski
John Goris


Skip Liston
Lynn Laikin
Beverly Nuttall


C.V. Williams

PROGRAM &/OR FULL-TIME STAFF

Elmer C. Floyd, Co-Pastor

Jeffrey S. Wood, Co-Pastor

Ralph W. Bronkema, Visitation Pastor

Susan J. Neville, Church Business Administrator

Sydney Freese, Christian Education Administrator

Teresa M. Callahan, Church Secretary

David Vogeding, Director of Music/Organist

Ivan Martinez, Director of Youth Ministry

James “Ivy” Iverson, Worship Leader

Nancy Fieldman, Preschool Director

The staff & elders are thankful for this church and wish all of you a blessed Christmas.
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“An Angel Appeared to Them” 

Henri Lindegaard in La Bible Illustree

CHRISTMAS EVE
11:00 Candlelight & Communion Service

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
Indialantic, Florida






� Respectfully turn off all pagers and cellular phones while in the sanctuary.





